In the summer of 1989, while en route by plane from Havana to Santiago de Cuba, we noticed a distinctive region of karst terrain in the northern foothills of the Sierra Maestra. During that summer's field work we made a special effort to visit the area, which is roughly south of Jiguani near the border of Granma and Santiago de Cuba provinces. There, we collected specimens of a new ring-necked gecko, Sphaerodactylus cricoderus (Thomas et al., 1992) , and one of us (S.B.H.) also saw, but was unable to collect, a large plain-colored Sphaerodactylus that could not be identified to species. The following year we returned to the site, a coffee-growing settlement called La Pimienta, and collected a large, plain-colored female, which, in addition to being unpattered, showed other differences in pigment distribution and scale configuration from any of the known species of Sphaerodactylus. We revisited La Pimienta in 1994 and collected several more specimens of this lizard, all showing the same distinctive features as the original. We also collected specimens from south of Guisa, some 18 km to the northwest of La Pimienta.
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Description.-SVL 17-36 mm, the one known male being 30 mm SVL. Snout long, acuminate, with pronounced loreal and medial depressions near tip; rostral rounded with depressed central area not sharply set off by rim and median cleft through the depression; one internasal, flanked by subpentagonal supranasals each about as wide as long; two postnasals, uppermost triangular and closely set against supranasal, appearing as if split off from that scale; lower postnasal rounded and flattened; narial crescent scale prominent (raised) and partly divided; four upper labials to mid-eye; eyelid spine moderate; first supralabial rising sharply to high R. THOMAS ET AL. Comparisons.-Although we assess Sphaerodactylus pimienta to be more closely related to S. nigropunctatus and S. torrei based on scalation, the nearly uniform or slightly vermiculate coloration of adults and the slender snout make it particularly liable to be confused with S. elegans. The snout of S. pimienta is slender in comparison to other members of the nigropunctatus group (Fig. 4) . Three features contribute to this shape difference: a narrower snout, a more pronounced loreal indentation, especially near the naris, and a pronounced central depression between the supranasal swellings.
FIG. 3. Toe pad scalation in (A) Sphaerodactylus elegans (USNM 512247), (B) S. nigropunctatus (USNM 512262), and (C) S. pimienta (MNHNCU 4418
Sphaerodactylus pimienta and other members of the nigropunctatus group are further distinguishable from S. elegans in scale characters, by lacking a scale of the toe pad bracket scales (Fig. 3) , and by the condition of the upper postnasal (Fig. 2) which appears as though it had been split off from the large supranasal of S. elegans. Although we have only one escutcheon-bearing male of S. pimienta, the escutcheon has only 20 scales compared to males of other species in the nigropunctatus group, all of which have a similarly shaped, compact escutcheon lacking extensions onto thighs. The smallest male with an escutcheon, among specimens of the nigropunctatus group that we examined, has 57 escutcheon scales; among the other (larger) specimens the count ranges from 42 to 78. Sphaerodactylus elegans is characterized by a large escutcheon with complete thigh extensions. In Sphaerodactylus, there are two widespread sequences of color pattern ontogeny. In one, the juveniles have a basic pattern (plesiomorphic for the group) that becomes modified with age, changing less in females and often very drastically in males, so that the adults are sexually dichromatic. In the second type, usually leaf-litter dwellers, there is no change in body pattern from juveniles to adults of either sex, although there is usually some difference in the intensity of the throat pattern, which is more pronounced in males (Thomas, 1964 (Thomas, , 1965 Etymology.-The specific name, pimienta, is the Spanish word for pepper (usually black). It is used here as a noun in apposition, alluding to both the type-locality and the peppering of dark scales on the pale ground color of this species.
